








































Salt Creek
 Short-Term Management

 

Subject Short-Term Management Initial 
Cost Reference Priority

1.  Coastal Sage 
Scrub and 
Maritime 
Succulent Scrub

1. Establish one 100-acre study plot using the existing polygon system (RMP2, Appendix F1), 
with four permanent line-intercept vegetation transects 100 meters long in locations selected by
the POM, as described in RMP2, Appendix F11, and monitor CSS habitat once a year for the 
first five years, then every three years.   2. Establish permanent photodocumentation stations in
locations selected by the POM.  3.  Conduct baseline surveys for Quino checkerspot butterflies 
or suitable habitat.  4.  Identify populations of 30 sensitive plant species (see management plan
text for the list of species possible on the property) and establish study plots to monitor the 
populations as part of the overall habitat monitoring.  5.  Monitor 2 sensitive bird species, 
California gnatcatcher and Cactus wren, every year for the first five years, then every three 
years.  6.  Monitor 2 sensitive reptile/amphibian species, Orange-throated whiptail and San 
Diego horned lizard, every three years. 7.  Monitor 2 sensitive invertebrate species, Quino 
checkerspot butterfly and Hermes copper butterfly, directly or through identification of host plan

$5,000

RMP2, 
Appendix F1; 
RMP2, 
Appendix F11; 
County and 
City of Chula 
Vista MSCP

1

2.  Wetland and 
Riparian

1.  Establish one study plot within the wetland/riparian corridor and implement monitoring 
protocols defined in RMP2, Appendix F11, pages 10-13 and 26-28, and monitor the habitat 
every three years.  2.  Identify 2 sensitive plant species,  San Diego marsh elder and Spiny 
rush, and monitor these species every three years.  3.  Monitor 3 sensitive bird species, 
California yellow-billed cuckoo, Tricolored blackbird, and White-faced ibis, every three years.  
4.  Monitor 4 sensitive reptiles/amphibian species, Arroyo southwestern toad, California red-
legged frog, Southwestern pond turtle, and Two-striped garter snake, every three years.  

$1,500

RMP2, 
Appendix F11, 
pages 10-13 
and 26-28; 
County and 
City of Chula 
Vista MSCP

2

3.  Grassland
1.  Establish one 100-acre study plot within the native grasslands area of the property and 
implement monitoring protocols defined in RMP2, Appendix F11, pages 13-15 and 28-29 every 
three years. 2.  Conduct baseline surveys for Quino checkerspot butterflies or suitable habitat.  

$2,000

RMP2, 
Appendix F11, 
pages 13-15 
and 28-29; 
County and 

2

4.  Wildlife 
Corridor

1. Maintain the viability of the corridor linking Salt Creek to Otay Valley (the location of the 
corridor is shown in RMP2, Appendix F3, Figures 2-2 and 4-2) : no paved trails, no fire 
management zones, no roads (except necessary road crossings), no fences that restrict 
wildlife movement, no structures, no controlled burns (RMP2, Appendix F3, page 4-7).  
2. Establish four permanent line-intercept vegetation transects 100 meters long within the 
corridor at locations selectd by the POM. 3.  Permanent photodocumentation stations shalll be 
set at each study site at locations selected by the POM.

$1,500

RMP2, 
Appendix F3, 
Figures 2-2 
and 4-2; 
RMP2, 
Appendix F3, 
page 4-7

1

5.  Raptors
1. Update current nesting and roosting locations as shown in RMP2, Appendix F4.  
2.  Establish a buffer zone with a radius of 3,000 feet around known golden eagle nest sites.  3
Restrict human activity near raptor nests during breeding season.  3. Retain large snags.  

$1,000 RMP2, 
Appendix F4 2

6.  Cultural 
Resources

1. No habitat restoration or preserve construction projects should be conducted in areas 
identified as cultural sites.  $0

Policy 2.12; 
RMP2, 
Appendix F10

2

7.  Access 1. Identify main access points for preserve management. 2.  Restrict unauthorized access to 
the preserve. $2,000 Policy 6.3; 

Policy 6.4 1

8.  Easements

1. Identify existing easements (refer to RMP1, figures 14-18) and permits to enter; modify the 
easement language if feasible to reflect RMP management requirements.  2. Provide 
appropriate signage and training for utility staff; obtain a staff contact for each utility and/or 
easement holder.

$5,000

Policy 6.6; 
RMP, figures 
14-18; 
RMP2,pages 
165-171

2

9.  Fire 
Suppression

1.  Salt Creek has burned twice in recent years and fire suppression actions are needed to 
protect recovering habitat.  2. Provide maps showing sensitive natural and cultural resources in
the preserve to the City, CDF, and BLM in case of fire.

$2,000 Policy 6.7; 
Policy 6.8 1

10.  Erosion 
Control

1.  No immediate actions are necessary.  2.  Make observations of erosion during and after 
storm events and take remedial actions if needed. $0 RMP, Chapter 

4.5 3

11.  Edge Effects

1. No structures other than fencing or walls are allowed on the edge of the preserve (RMP, 
Policy 7.2, pages 114-115).  2.  Edge plans shall be developed for all sectional planning areas 
(SPAs) that include areas adjacent to the Preserve (RMP2, page 221).  3.  The edge plans 
shall be reviewed and monitored by the POM.  

$0

Policy 7.2, 
pages 114-
115; RMP2, 
page 221

3

12.  Preserve 
Management

1. Identify areas that need to be closed (old or redundant roads) and implement a revegetation 
program in these areas.  2.  Patrol regularly and remove any trash.  3.  Check fences and 
gates, and repair as needed.  4.  Implement a weed abatement program.  5. Put signs up to 
inform the public about the preserve and identify 24-hour contacts. 6.  Begin to create a library 
and storage system for data collected by the POM for the Preserve.  

$15,000

Policy 5.2; 
Policy 6.3; 
Policy 6.4; 
RMP, Chapter 
4.5; RMP2, 
Appendix F7,

1

TOTAL $35,000

Otay Ranch Preserve RMP Short-Term Implementation Program



San Ysidro Mountains IOD Short Term Management  

Subject Short Term Management Initial Cost Reference Priority

1. Coastal 
Sage Scrub

1. Establish one 100-acre study plot with four permanent line-
intercept vegetation transects 100 meters long in locations selected 
by the POM, and monitor CSS habitat once a year for the first five 
years, then every three years.  2. Establish permanent 
photodocumentation stations in locations selected by the POM 
(RMP2, Appendix F11).  3. Conduct baseline surveys for Quino 
checkerspot butterflies or suitable habitat.  
4.  Identify populations of sensitive plants (30 species--see 
management plan text for the list of species possible on the 
property), and establish study plots to monitor these sensitive 
species as part of the overall habitat monitoring program. 
5.  Monitor sensitive birds (2 species: California gnatcatcher and 
Cactus wren) once a year for the first five years, then every three 
years. 6.  Monitor sensitive reptiles/amphibians (2 species: Orange-
throated whiptail and San Diego horned lizard) every three years.  
7.  Monitor sensitive invertebrates (2 species: Quino checkerspot 
butterfly and Hermes copper butterfly) directly or through 
identification of host plants every three years.  

$5,000 RMP2, Appendix F11; County 
and City of Chula Vista MSCP 2

2. Grassland

1. Establish one study plot within the native grasslands area.  
Within the study plot, four permanent line-intercept transects 100 
meters long shall be established in locations selected by the POM 
(RMP2, Appendix F11, pages 13-15 and 28-29).  Permanent 
transects shall be randomly situated within the study plot; monitor 
habitat every three years.  2. Permanent photodocumentation 
stations shall be established along each vegetation transect to 
record existing conditions. 3.  Conduct baseline surveys for Quino 
checkerspot butterflies or suitable habitat.  

$2,500
RMP2, Appendix F11, pages 13-
15 and 28-29; County and City 
of Chula Vista MSCP

2

Otay Ranch Preserve RMP Short-Term Implementation Program



San Ysidro Mountains IOD Short Term Management  

Subject Short Term Management Initial Cost Reference Priority

3. Woodland

1. Two study plots shall be established, with four permanent line-
intercept vegetation transects approximately 100 meters long (to 
include the stand of Tecate cypress on the property), in 
conformance with the protocols described in RMP2, Appendix F11, 
pages 16-17, 30); the dimensions of the transects may vary; 
monitor habitat every three years.  2. Permanent 
photodocumentation stations shall be established along each 
vegetation transect to record existing conditions.  3.  Monitor 
sensitive invertebrates (2 species: Thorne's hairstreak butterfly and 
Harbison's dun skipper butterfly).  

$3,000
RMP2, Appendix F11, pages 16-
17, 30; County and City of Chula 
Vista MSCP

2

4. Wildlife 
Corridors

1. Maintain the viability of the corridor linking the upper elevations of 
the mountains to Lower Otay Reservoir (as shown in RMP2, 
Appendix F3, Figures 2-2 and 4-2): no paved trails, no fire 
management zones, no roads (except necessary road crossings), 
no fences that restrict wildlife movement, no structures, no 
controlled burns (RMP2, Appendix F3, page 4-7).  2. Within the 
corridor, four permanent line-intercept vegetation transects 100 
meters long shall be established in locations selected by the POM.  
3. Permanent photodocumentation stations shall be set at each 
study site in locations selected by the POM.

$1,500
RMP2, Appendix F3, figures 2-2 
and 2-4; RMP2, Appendix F3, 
page 4-7

3

5. Raptors

1. Identify current and historic nesting sites, using the base 
information in RMP2, Appendix F4.  2. Establish a buffer zone with 
a radius of 3,000 feet around known golden eagle nest sites.  3. 
Restrict human activity near raptor nests during breeding season.  
4. Retain large snags.  

$2,000 RMP2, Appendix F4 3

Otay Ranch Preserve RMP Short-Term Implementation Program



San Ysidro Mountains IOD Short Term Management  

Subject Short Term Management Initial Cost Reference Priority

6. Cultural 
Resources

1. This property has not been intensively surveyed for cultural 
resources, and must be surveyed.  2. Obtain a record search and 
conduct archival research to identify previously recorded 
archaeological sites. 3. Conduct a field survey of the property.  4.  
Record any sites that are found. 5. Prepare a report describing the 
resources and making recommendations for management.

$6,000 Policy 1.3C; Policy 2.12 1

7. Research 1.  No short term actions are required. $0 Policy 6.1 3

8. Access 1. Evaluate trail linkage possibilities.  2. Identify main access points 
for preserve management and emergency access. $1,500 Policy 6.3; Policy 6.4 1

9. 
Easements

1. Identify existing easements and permits to enter (RMP1, figures 
14-18); modify the language in the easements if feasible to reflect 
RMP management requirements.  2. Provide appropriate signage 
within the preserve and provide training for utility staff; obtain a staff 
contact for each utility and/or easement holder.

$3,000 Policy 6.6; RMP, figures 14-18; 
RMP2, pages 165-171 3

10. Fire 
Suppression

1. Coordinate fire suppression activities with USFWS and BLM.  2. 
Provide maps showing sensitive natural and cultural resources in 
the preserve to the City, CDF, and BLM in case of fire.

$1,500 Policy 6.7; Policy 6.8 1

11. Erosion 
Control

1.  No immediate actions are required.  2.  Observe erosion during 
and after storm events and take remedial actions as needed. $0 RMP, Chapter 4.5 3

12. Edge 
Effects

1. Edge plans must be prepared for adjacent development.  2. No 
structures other than fencing and walls are allowed on the edge of 
the preserve (RMP, Policy 7.2, pages 114-115).  

$0 Policy 7.2, pages 114-115 3

Otay Ranch Preserve RMP Short-Term Implementation Program



San Ysidro Mountains IOD Short Term Management  

Subject Short Term Management Initial Cost Reference Priority

13. Preserve 
Management

1. Identify areas that need to be closed (old or redundant roads) 
and implement a revegetation program in these areas.  2. Patrol 
regularly and remove any trash.  3.  Check fences and gates, and 
repair as needed.  4.  Implement a weed abatement program.  5.  
Put signs up to inform the public that the area is a preserve, and 
identify 24-hour contacts.  6.  Create a library and storage system 
for data collected by the POM for the Preserve.   

$5,000
Policy 5.2; Policy 6.3; Policy 6.4; 
RMP, Chapter 4.5; RMP2, 
Appendix F7, pages 33-35

1

14. Baseline 
Studies

1.  Perform baselines studies for the property, to include the 
following: A.  Collect base data, aerial imagery, and previous 
studies; B. identify special status species expected on the property; 
C. collect and review local databases on species; 
D. conduct field survey to identify biological resources and to 
update existing vegetation mapping; E. conduct focused small 
mammal and herpetological surveys; F. conduct CAGN surveys; G. 
digitize field survey maps; H. produce sensitivity maps; 
I. prepare report summarizing the results of the baseline biological 
resource study in compliance with RMP requirements (RMP2, 
Appendix F11).

$20,000 RMP2, Appendix F11; County 
and City of Chula Vista MSCP 1

TOTAL $31,000

Otay Ranch Preserve RMP Short-Term Implementation Program
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